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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0076 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PINR, IZ, SZ 

SUBJECT: IRAQI-SYRIAN RECONCILIATION AND MICHEL AFLAQ 
REF: DAMASCUS 0054 (NOTAL) 

1 . IF IRAQ AND SYRIA ARE ABLE TO PATCH UP DIFFERENCES, 

EVEN IF ONLY AS TACTICAL MEASURE AGAINST SADAT, 

MAJOR LOSERS WOULD BE SYRIAN EMIGRES WHO HAVE ENJOYED 
BAATH PARTY NATIONAL COMMAND SINECURES. ALTHOUGH THEIR 
NUMBERS AND FREEDOM OF ACTION WERE REDUCED LAST OCTOBER 
IN FAVOR OF IRAQI BAATHIS, ANTI-ASAD SYRIANS STILL 
ENJOY A LARGE NUMBER OF SEATS ON NATIONAL COMMAND 
AS WELL AS POSTIONS IN THE VARIOUS PARTY STAFFS AND 
THE IRAQI MEDIA. MOST PROMINENT AMONG THEM IS MICHEL 
AFLAQ. FOUNDER LEADER OF THE BAATH. AFLAQ HAS 
CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED RECONCILIATION WITH SYRIAN LEADERS 
HE VIEWS AS MILITARY USURPERS AND RENEGADES FROM 
TRU FAITH OF THE BAATH. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 00076 140843Z 


2. INFORMED SPECULATION HERE SUGGESTS THAT AFLAQ 
WILL SOON LEAVE BAGHDAD, IF HE HAS NOT ALREADY DON SO, 

AS ONE MAJOR STEP IN REMOVING OBSTACLES TO BETTER RELATIONS. 
(FOR SOME WEEKS HE HAS BEEN ABSENT FROM PUBLIC VIEW, EITHER 
FOR ILL HEALTH OR POLITICAL REASONS.) DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT 
SPEAKS OF FRANCE AS MOST LIKELY NATION FOR HIS EXILE, A PROPER 
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RETIRMENT SPOT FOR A MAN WHO STUDIED AND DEVELOPED MUCH OF 
HIS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY IN PARIS. ONE REPORT EVEN CLAIMS THAT 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO MAKE PROPER ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR HIS SAFETY AND COMFORT. 

3. FROM HERE, DIFFICULTIES LYING IN THE PATH OF RAPPROACHMENT 
APPEAR QUITE SERIOUS, AS MENTIONED REFTEL. PRESSURES GENERATED 
BY SADAT INITIATIVE ARE INDEED GREAT, HOWEVER, AND THEY WILL 
HAVE TO BE TO OVERCOME VAST GULF THAT CURRENTLY 
SEPARATES THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

PECK 
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